
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Tuesday, July 29, 2014 
Contact: Jessica Coscia, 202-225-9897, Jessica.Coscia@mail.house.gov 
  

U.S. Rep. Marc Veasey Introduces Legislation to Protect Victims of Notario Fraud 
H.R. 5228, The Notario Victim Relief Act aims to assist immigrants who have been victims of fraudulent and unethical 

legal representation 
  

Washington, D.C. — Today, Congressman Marc Veasey (TX-33) unveiled H.R. 5228, the Notario Victim Relief Act to assist 
immigrants who have been victims of fraudulent immigration practices. This legislation allows victims of immigration 
fraud to have unlimited time to refile their immigration related paperwork, permitting them to have an opportunity to 
reopen their cases and immigrate lawfully.  
  
“Notario fraud” happens when an unauthorized immigration consultant, sometimes known as a “notario” or “notario 
público” provides legal advice or services without legal authorization.  Since 2002, more than 75 businesses in Texas 
have been shut down for providing unauthorized legal services. There is no federal statute that specifically addresses the 
unauthorized practice of immigration law, though federal authorities are able to prosecute using other statutes.  
  
“While America waits for House Republicans in Washington to bring immigration reform to the floor for a vote, we 
cannot forget about the invisible victims of the broken U.S. immigration process. When immigration is in the news, scam 
artists see an opportunity. House Republicans’ reckless delay has confused the public and allowed scam artists to prey 
on our immigrant communities. This is a serious national problem that causes suffering for Texas families and weighs on 
an already overburdened immigration system.  By working with advocacy groups like the National Association of Latino 
Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO), we have crafted legislation that would allow victims of notario fraud to reopen 
their cases and immigrate lawfully. This legislation is just the first step towards stopping fraudulent immigration services 
in our nation.” 

  
A copy of the legislation can be found here. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  
Contact: Jessica Coscia, 202-225-9897, Jessica.Coscia@mail.house.gov 
 

***MEDIA ADVISORY*** 
 

Rep. Marc Veasey to Host Workshop on Combating Notario Fraud  
 

Fort Worth, Texas—This week, Congressman Marc Veasey, TX-33, will launch efforts to educate immigrants about the 
dangers of immigration service provider fraud starting with the FREE Workshop on Combating Notario Fraud and 
Immigration Clinic, on Saturday, August 16th from 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at Northside Community Center in Fort Worth, 
Texas.  
 
Veasey launches this anti-fraud campaign after introducing proposed (H.R. 5228, The Notario Victim Relief Act), 
legislation that aims to assist victims of immigration services fraud, which often involves individuals calling themselves 
“Notarios Publicos” and misrepresenting themselves as skilled experts in immigration law.  
 
During the half-day event expert panelists will address the impact of immigration services fraud, who can and can’t 
provide immigration services, what rights you have and resources to prevent the spread of immigration scams. The 
panel discussion will be followed by a FREE immigration clinic hosted by Proyecto Inmigrante to provide CD33 residents 
with immigration counseling and information by accredited representatives. 
 
WHAT:                Combating Notario Fraud Workshop & Immigration Clinic 
 
DATE:                  Saturday, August 16th from 9:00 a.m.–2:00 p.m.  
 
WHO:                   
Congressman Marc Veasey, TX-33 
Douglas Interiano, Executive Director, Proyecto Inmigrante, Inc. 
Jennifer Kuylen, Immigration Services Officer, United States Customs & Immigration Services (USCIS) 
Furqan Sunny Azhar, 2012-14 American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA)  TX/OK/NM Chapter Consumer 
Protection/UPL Coordinator 
 
LOCATION:         Northside Community Center 

1100 NW 18th St. 
Fort Worth, TX 76164 

 
MEDIA:               This event is open press for pre-credentialed media only. 
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PARA DIVULGACION INMEDIATA:  
Contacto: Jessica Coscia, 202-225-9897, Jessica.Coscia@mail.house.gov 
 

***AVISO A LA PRENSA*** 

Congresista Marc Veasey Presenta Taller de Inmigración  
Para Combatir el Fraude de los Notarios 

 
Fort Worth, Texas—Esta semana el Congresista Marc Veasey, TX-33, invita a la comunidad a unirse a sus esfuerzos 
contra el fraude de servicios migratorios. El primer programa para educar a la comunidad inmigrante acerca de este tipo 
de fraude será el Taller de Inmigración Para Combatir el Fraude de los Notarios, el sábado 16 de agosto de las 9:00am a 
las 2:00pm en el Centro Comunitario Northside en Fort Worth, Texas. 
  
Veasey presenta esta campaña anti-fraude después de presentar al Congreso la ley H.R.5228, La Ley de Alivio a las 
Victimas de los Notarios. El propósito de esta legislación es ayudar a las víctimas de fraude de servicios migratorios, 
normalmente por parte de personas que se llaman a sí mismas “Notarios Públicos” y que pretenden tener suficiente 
conocimiento de las leyes migratorias de este pais.  
 
Durante el programa de cinco horas, panelistas hablaran acerca de las consecuencias del fraude de servicios migratorios, 
quien puede y quien no puede proveer servicios migratorios, y los derechos y recursos de los inmigrantes para prevenir 
mas fraude. Después de este dialogo habrá un taller GRATIS presentado por Proyecto Inmigrante para proporcionar a los 
residentes del Distrito 33 con ayuda e información gratis de parte de expertos acreditados. 
  
QUE:                 Taller de Inmigración Para Combatir el Fraude de los Notarios 
 
CUANDO:             sábado 16 de Agosto de las 9:00 a.m. a las 2:00 p.m.  
 
QUIEN:                   

 Congresista Marc Veasey, TX-33 
 Douglas Interiano, Director Ejecutivo, Proyecto Inmigrante, ICS, Inc. 
 Jennifer Kuylen, Funcionaria de Servicios Migratorios, Servicios de Inmigración y de los Estados 

Unidos (USCIS por sus siglas en ingles) 
 Furqan Sunny Azhar, 2012-14 Asociación de Abogados Americanos de Inmigración (“AILA” por sus 

siglas en ingles) Sección de TX/OK/NM, Protección al Consumidor y Coordinador ULP 
 

DONDE:         Centro Comunitario Northside 
1100 Calle NW 18 
Fort Worth, TX 76164 

 
PRENSA:               Solo la prensa pre-aprobada estará permitida en este evento. 
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Combating Notario Fraud Workshop & Immigration Clinic 
Saturday, August 16, 2014 

9 AM – 2 PM 
Northside Community Center Gymnasium 

 
During the half-day event expert panelists will address the impact of immigration services fraud, who can and can’t 
provide immigration services, what rights you have and resources to prevent the spread of immigration scams. The 
panel discussion will be followed by a FREE immigration clinic hosted by Proyecto Inmigrante, ICS, Inc. to provide CD33 
residents with immigration counseling and information by accredited representatives. 
 
 
9:00 AM – 9:15 AM Opening Remarks  

The Honorable Marc A. Veasey 
 

   Panel Introduction 
Anne Hagan, District Director, Office of Congressman Marc Veasey 
 

9:15 AM – 9:30 AM What is “Notario Fraud” & How To Prevent Spread of Immigration Scams 
Jennifer Kuylen, United States Customs & Immigration Services (USCIS) 

 

                                     Panel Introduction 
Anne Hagan, District Director, Office of Congressman Marc Veasey 

 
9:30 AM – 9:45 AM         How Notario Fraud Hurts Our Communities 

Douglas Interiano, Executive Director, Proyecto Inmigrante, ICS, Inc. 
 
                                           Panel Introduction 

Anne Hagan, District Director, Office of Congressman Marc Veasey 
 
9:45 AM – 10:00 AM       How H.R. 5228, the Notario Victim Relief Act, Can Help Immigration Victims 

Furqan Sunny Azhar, 2012-14 American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) TX/OK/NM 
Chapter Consumer Protection/UPL Coordinator 

 
   Panel Introduction 

Anne Hagan, District Director, Office of Congressman Marc Veasey 
 
10:00 AM – 10:15 AM Q & A for Panelists 
 
10:15 AM – 2:00 PM FREE Immigration Clinic 
   Hosted by Proyecto Inmigrante, ICS, Inc.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Notario Fraud Workshop Panelist Bios 
August 16, 2014 

 
 
 
Jennifer Kuylen 

Immigration Services Officer with USCIS 
Jennifer Kuylen is currently an Immigration Services Officer with U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS).  She 
has worked with USCIS since 2003.  Jennifer began her career at the California Service Center, then spent several years 
in the New Orleans Field and District Offices.  After almost two years at the Texas Service Center, Jennifer transferred to 
the Dallas Field Office in December 2013. 
 
 

Furqan Sunny Azhar 
2012-14 American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) TX/OK/NM Chapter 
Consumer Protection/UPL Sunny's legal practice is devoted entirely to Immigration and Nationality Law, International 
Law and Labor Law. His practice includes the representation of companies seeking visas for their employees, employees 
seeking back pay for wages earned and the defense of aliens in federal immigration courts across the country. He 
frequently speaks on legal topics and has testified in criminal court as an expert witness. Sunny successfully argued on 
appeal the precedent setting Board of Immigration Appeals case of Matter of Quilantan. Sunny spends much of his free 
time mentoring other attorneys and participating in pro bono legal clinics. He is also presently the AILA TX/OK/NM 
Chapter Consumer Protection/UPL Coordinator. 
 
 

Douglas D. Interiano  
Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Proyecto Inmigrante 
Mr. Interiano holds all legal credentials by the U.S. Department of Justice, the Executive Office for Immigration Review, 
and the Board of Immigration Appeals to practice immigration law before the U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
and the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. Mr. Interiano works faithfully to serve the community to the best of 
his ability. He holds a Bachelors of Modern language with minors in Criminology and Criminal Justice degree from 
University of Texas at Arlington, an Advance Certification on Immigration Law Policy from City University of New York, 
and received his Master’s degree from Thomas Jefferson School of Law, Master of Science of Law Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Congressman Marc Veasey 
 
 
 

FULL BIOGRAPHY 
 
Congressman Marc Veasey proudly represents Texas District 33 in the U.S. House of Representatives.  Rep. 
Veasey comes to Congress with over a decade of public service experience and has established himself as a 
strong and effective advocate who finds fair-minded and balanced solutions to problems. 
 
First elected to the Texas State House in 2004, Congressman Veasey represented District 95 – an area now 
part of the 33rdCongressional District – for four consecutive terms.  As a member of the Texas State House, 
Rep. Veasey served in a number of leadership positions, including Democratic Whip and Chair of the 
Democratic Caucus.  At home, he earned a reputation for his strong voice in the state legislature, fighting for 
good jobs, good schools, affordable health care, voting rights and justice for all Texans. 
 
The newly created Congressional District 33 is an ethnically diverse district that spans from Fort Worth to 
Dallas and includes prominent neighborhoods in both Tarrant and Dallas counties.  The 33rd District is 
anchored in Fort Worth’s historic neighborhoods which include Carver Heights, Stop Six, Rolling Hills, the 
Northside, Diamond Hill Jarvis and Forest Hill.  The district also extends east through parts of Arlington and 
into Dallas County communities like Oak Cliff, South Irving, Grand Prairie and West Dallas.  Texas-33 is 
representative of the strong diversity in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex. 
 
As a Member of the U.S. House of Representatives, Rep. Veasey serves on the House Armed Services 
Committee and the Science, Space and Technology Committee.  With over 15 major military installations in 
Texas, defense and scientific research and development are key industries in the 33rd District.  Congressman 
Veasey is committed to creating jobs, encouraging economic growth, improving public education, promoting 
immigration reform and ensuring access to quality health care.   
 
Prior to serving in the Texas House of Representatives, Rep. Veasey worked as a congressional staffer in North 
Texas.  In both Southeast Fort Worth and Dallas, Congressman Veasey worked on important issues dealing 
with transportation, economic development and higher education that benefitted the entire Dallas-Fort 
Worth area. 
 
Congressman Marc Veasey was born and raised in Fort Worth, Texas.  He and his wife Tonya live in the 
Metroplex area and have a seven-year-old son, Adam.  Rep. Veasey earned a BS from Texas Wesleyan 
University, where he majored in Mass Communication. 
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Congresista Marc Veasey, TX-33 
Biografía 

 
 
El congresista Marc Veasey orgullosamente representa el Distrito 33 de Texas en la Cámara de Representantes. El 
representante Veasey llega al Congreso con más de una década de experiencia de servicio público y se ha establecido 
como un defensor firme y eficaz que encuentra soluciones ecuánimes y equilibradas a los problemas. 
El recién creado Distrito 33 es un barrio étnicamente diverso que va desde Fort Worth hasta Dallas e incluye áreas 
prominentes en ambos condados de Tarrant y Dallas. El Distrito 33 está anclado en los barrios históricos de Fort Worth, 
que incluyen Carver Heights, Stop Six, Rolling Hills, el “Northside,” Diamond Hill Jarvis y Forest Hill. El distrito también se 
extiende hacia el este en partes de Arlington y en las comunidades del Condado de Dallas como Oak Cliff, el sur de 
Irving, Grand Prairie y el oeste de Dallas. El Distrito 33 de Texas es representativo de la diversidad fuerte en el área 
metropolitana de Dallas-Fort Worth. 
El congresista Marc Veasey nació y se crió en Fort Worth, Texas. Él y su esposa Tonya viven en el Metroplex y tienen un 
hijo de seis años, Adam. El representante Veasey obtuvo su licenciatura de la universidad Texas Wesleyan, donde se 
graduó en Comunicaciones. 
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FACT SHEET: H.R. 5228, Notario Victim Relief Act 
 
 

Overview: In many Latin American countries, “notario publico” or “notarios” are state-appointed legal practitioners who 
possess even higher qualifications than an attorney. Here in the U.S. becoming a “notary public” requires very little in 
the way of training. “Notario fraud” happens when an unauthorized immigration consultant, sometimes known as a 
“notario,” provides legal advice or services without legal authorization. These kinds of fraud schemes are not 
uncommon.  
When immigration is in the news, scam artists see an opportunity. As the debate on immigration reform rages on we’ve 
noticed a spike in these fraud cases in immigrant communities. Since 2002, more than 75 businesses in Texas have been 
shut down for providing unauthorized legal services, but currently, there is no federal statute that specifically addresses 
the unauthorized practice of immigration law. This is a serious national problem that causes suffering for Texas families 
and weighs on an already overburdened immigration system.   
Current Co-Sponsors: Rep. Luis Gutierrez, Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, Rep. Filemon Vela, Rep. Gene Green, Rep. Ruben 
Hinojosa (CHC Chairman), Rep. Hank Johnson, Rep. Donald Payne, Rep. Diana DeGette, Rep. Yvette Clarke, Rep. Corrine 
Brown, Rep. Barbara Lee, Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard, Rep. Alan Grayson, Rep. Bobby Rush, Rep. Tony Cardenas, Rep. 
Eleanor Holmes Norton, Rep. Mark Takano, Rep. Dina Titus, Rep. James McGovern. 
 

 
“While America waits for House Republicans in Washington to bring immigration reform to the floor for 
a vote, we cannot forget about the invisible victims of the broken U.S. immigration process. When 
immigration is in the news, scam artists see an opportunity. House Republicans’ reckless delay has 
confused the public and allowed scam artists to prey on our immigrant communities. This is a serious 
national problem that causes suffering for Texas families and weighs on an already overburdened 
immigration system.  By working with advocacy groups like the National Association of Latino Elected 
and Appointed Officials (NALEO), we have crafted legislation that would allow victims of notario fraud 
to reopen their cases and immigrate lawfully. This legislation is just the first step towards stopping 
fraudulent immigration services in our nation.” - Congressman Marc Veasey, TX-33 

 
 
What the bill does: 

 Amends the statute of limitations in the Immigration and Nationality Act to remove the 90 day time limit to 
refile immigration related paperwork. 
 

Who it will impact: 

 Victims of notario fraud in diverse immigrant communities so that they have an opportunity to reopen their 
immigration cases. 
 

Why we need it: 

 There is currently no federal statute that specifically addresses the unauthorized practice of immigration law or 
helps victims of unauthorized practice of immigration law. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  



 
  



 

 


