Congress of the United States

TWlaghington, HE 20515
August 4, 2017
The Honorable Seema Verma
Administrator
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services
7500 Security Boulevard
Baltimore, MD 21244

Dear Administrator Verma:

We are writing to express our deep concern over Texas’ proposed Medicaid family planning
1115 demonstration waiver currently under your consideration. Permitting Texas to implement
the program as proposed would provide inadequate access to family planning and other
preventive health care. As you know, Texas is seeking federal participation in its existing state-
funded family planning expansion program, Healthy Texas Women (HTW). HTW was created in
2013} after the Obama administration denied renewal of Texas’ previous 1115 waiver program
because the proposal to “restrict beneficiary choice of family planning providers™ by seeking to
exclude abortion providers from participating in the program violated federal law. The renewed
proposed exclusion of qualified family planning providers runs contrary to the law protecting
freedom of choice of provider in Medicaid.

Texas’ waiver request represents yet another unprecedented attack on women’s health, with the
purpose of advancing ideological goals. This ban on qualified providers in Texas has already had
a devastating effect on health outcomes across the state.

® One-quarter of all publicly funded family planning health centers in the state have been
forced to close, which has led to a 35 percent decline in women on Medicaid using the
most effective methods of contraception.?

e By 2016, 26 percent of the women enrolled in HTW had never received health care
services from a participating provider, up from only 10 percent in 2011.4

® Asof2014, 55 percent of women in Texas reported at least one barrier to accessing
reproductive health services, including family planning services and cervical cancer
screenings.’

e The state’s own data show a precipitous decline in claims and prescriptions for all
contraceptive methods have declined by 41 percent between 2011 and 20135, including
dramatic decreases in enrollees obtaining injectable contraceptives, oral contraceptives,
condoms, and the contraceptive patch and ring®
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¢ In just two short years, from 2013 to 2015, the state saw a 15 percent spike in abortions.’
Simultaneously, abortion rates nationwide continued to trend in the opposite direction.®

¢ And over four years, the state saw a three-fold increase in its maternal mortality rate, with
pregnancy-related deaths being even higher among women of color.?

When Congress established the 1115 waiver authority, its intent was clear. Section 1115 waivers
must promote the objectives of the Medicaid program, but they also must be experimental in
nature. In addition, 1115 waivers are intended to investigate new and innovative ways to expand
eligibility or services, or to examine pioneering delivery system reforms.

The strong evidence of the negative public health impact of HTW is proof that Texas’ model has
already been tested and proven to be detrimental to health care access, coverage, and public
health. Furthermore, approving Texas’ proposed waiver would run counter to Congressional
intent in its establishment of 1115 waivers--the protection of freedom of choice of family
planning providers, and the Medicaid program as a whole.

The undersigned stand in opposition to this dangerous proposal, and call on the Administration
to reject Texas’ proposal to seek federal funding for a Medicaid family planning demonstration
project that excludes qualified family planning providers.

Sincerely,

Do, Lol

DIANA DEGETTE
Member of Congress
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SCHAKOWSKY EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON
ember of Congress Member of Congress
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MARC VEASEY O BETO O’ROURKE

Member of Congres Member of Congress
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ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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BETTY MCCOLLUM
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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AMI BERA
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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MARK TAKANO
Member of Congress
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BARBARA LEE
Member of Congress

ACE F. NAPOLITANO
ember of Congress
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GENE GREEN
Member of Congress

BIL STER
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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MIKE QUIGLEY, 9

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

é P. KENNEDY, III

Member of Congress
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PETER A. DEFAZIO
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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ember of Congress
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Yit, Gt

KATHY C‘f.STOR
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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PETER WELCH JAMIE RASKIN
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RICK LARSEN
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

JACKA ROSEN
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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